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L.E.A.D. INSTITUTE
“Creating Movement in Your Congregation”
Rev. King is an Elder of The
United Methodist Church,
ordained in the Texas Annual
Conference. "Making disciples for
Jesus Christ to transform our
World is our mission. Who are we
seeking to reach? What does it
mean for our church to reach new
people? How are we dealing with
cultural change? The answers to
these questions direct us to
develop intentional discipleship systems.
Currently, she serves in Nashville, TN as the Director,
Leadership for Congregational Vitality equipping leaders to
lead effectively. She believes that education can create avenues for all to become empowered to live into their callings
from the Lord.
January 21, 2018 from 3:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Small Group Breakouts
1. Intentional Discipleship
Rev. Dr. Jacqui King
2. Single Board Model
Rev. Mike Tyson
3. Staff Parish Relations Committee Training
Gail Ford Smith
4. Loving all God’s Children (Bishop’s Initiative)
Gwenda Beavers
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Rev. Wanda Bess
District Superintendent
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Debbie Keim
Administrative Assistant
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Azalea Andrade
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REPORT DAY
Report Day for the year 2017 is on Monday, January 8, 2018. Reports
will be due in the district office before noon on January 8th. Auditors
will be at the West District Office from 8:30 am to noon.
What is report day? Report day is the day churches submit their statistical
data and outstanding apportionment payments for the completed year. This is
important information in order to see and compare trends in the
church, district, conference and denomination.

Who completes this information? Typically the financial
secretary and sometimes also the membership secretary
complete the statistical forms. They will also need information
from the pastor and ministry area leaders.
If a church has not paid their Apportionments in full by December
13th, the pastor must have their report finished and come to the
district office on Monday, January 8th by noon! The pastor will need
to bring the signature page from the report along with any apportionment
payment being made.
Remember the last day for payments to be received in the Conference office will
be December 13th. If you would like to make a payment after December 13th,
please bring it to the district office with your report on Report Day.

ELDER’S RETREAT
All Elders are invited to attend this retreat.
The speaker this year will be Dr. Maria Dixon Hall.
Monday, February 26th, 2018 at 12:00 PM
Thru Wednesday February 28th at 12:00 PM
At Lakeview
400 Private Rd 6036, Palestine, TX 75801
www.txcumc.org website for the registration form
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LAY SERVANT SCHOOL
First UMC
506 E 28th St, Bryan, TX
77803
Saturday, February 10, 2018

Basic:
•

Advanced Courses:
•

Devotional Life in the Wesleyan
Tradition

•

Lay Servants Lead in Conflict
Resolution

•

From Your Heart to Theirs:
Delivering an Effective message

&
Saturday, February 17, 2018
From 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM
COST: $35 by January 26
$40 after

Lay Servant 101

Call or email the District office for a registration form today!

COME JOIN US FOR A RESILIENCY
WORKSHOP
To all Clergy, Lay Ministries, and Church and District Staff.
The goal: create pastors and lay leaders who are aware of the importance
of being spiritually fit and resilient individually, in their personal family
unit, and as religious leaders. Along with increased awareness, they will
also become better able to balance the demands of their careers, families
and personal lives.
January 31—Longview—First UMC Longview-400 N Fredonia St.,
Longview, TX 75601
February 1—Baytown-St. Mark’s UMC, 3811 N Main St. Baytown, TX
77521
Email Nancy Slade with your reservation at nslade@txcumc.org
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Water Project

WATER IN SOWETO, KENYA
For many of us, water is something that we never
have to worry about. It is a staple anywhere we live
because water provides us with much more than
just hydration. Because many of us have water at
the turn of a faucet, we do not realize that others do
not have it as easy.
The West District Missions Committee funded a
water and sanitation project in Soweto, Kenya.
Pastor Vickie Simons from Somerville 1st UMC and
her congregation came together for this wonderful
and worthy endeavor.
The request was put in for the purchasing of a ten
thousand liter tank of water that would significantly
benefit an orphanage in Soweto, Kenya. Not only
would it increase the hydration of its children, but it
would help the hygiene of the kids and reduce
illnesses.
According to Pastor Peter from Soweto, the water
project overall has brought sanitation to the
orphanage. The children are ecstatic that they are
able to take baths daily, have toilets that can flush,
wear clean clothes everyday, and reduce their worry
on how prone to sickness they can be.
When all set and done, the multiple benefits that
come from clean water outweigh the cost. Thanks to
the generous grant, these kids will live a healthier
and cleaner lifestyle.
These children can finally see some light at the end
of the tunnel. God Bless this contribution and all
persons involved in the process.
Thank you!
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TEXAS CONFERENCE ESTABLISHED THREE REGIONAL OFFICES
The Texas Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church has established
three new regional offices and a new URL for Hurricane Harvey. The regional
offices are being funded by a grant from United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR) and are in Houston, Lake Jackson and Beaumont. More information can
be found at www.txrecovers.org on how to reach the regional offices and how to
donate to hurricane victims or be on a work team.
“We still have thousands in our communities who have hurricane related damage.
To be connected to one of our three regional offices, just fill out the forms at
www.txrecovers.org and one of our project coordinators will be in touch with you
by phone or email,” says Scott Moore, Mission Center Executive Director.
The conference has raised over 1.5 million for hurricane recovery, but we still have
a long way to go, Moore explains. And to do that The United Methodist Churches
in the Texas Conference have been running social media, newspaper, radio and
billboard ads throughout the fall months. Money for the advertising was given by a
generous grant from United Methodist Communications and other generous
donors.
The ad reads: Headlines fade. Water recedes, we’ll still be there. It will take years
to clean up the destruction from Hurricane Harvey, but we will continue to work
side-by-side with survivors until they are on their feet. 100% of your donations goes
directly to recovery efforts. Every bit of it. Txrecovers.org 1-833-TX-RECOV
The ads will be supported by posters, and a magazine, which every church and
stakeholder will be receiving this week. Each piece is designed to create awareness,
but also drive people to the website to give so we can continue rebuilding.
“While we are enjoying the holidays in our comfortable homes with family this year,
there are still thousands of people whose homes are in disarray,” says Director of
Communications Shannon W. Martin. “If everyone who sees and hears this
message will just give a little something back, it will make a significant impact on
the lives of those who lost everything.”
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Do you are anyone you know struggle with any of the following or just need someone
to talk with?
• A teenager on drugs
• An unexpected, devastating illness or accident
• A spouse doesn’t care anymore
• An elderly parent’s chronic disease
• A couple’s financial collapse
• A family member’s alcoholism, addition, or mental illness
• The death of a loved one
• Divorce
And a hundred other pressing problems.
We have trained listeners ready to journey with you or your friend at the Mending
Hearts Grief Center.
OPEN Tuesdays and Thursday 9 AM to 4 PM
2106 Southwood Drive, College Station, TX 77845
No charge for listening & prayer . No appointment needed. Not counseling,
We listen-love-encourage-refer. We also have opportunities for volunteers. For more
information contact tommymyrick@christ-umc.org

APPORTIONMENT FORMULA
LISTENING SESSION
Tuesday, February 20th, 2018 at 7:00 PM
At Madisonville First UMC
102 S. McIver, Madisonville, TX

All Texas Annual Conference Clergy and Laity are invited to attend one of the
Apportionment Formula Listening Sessions that will be held throughout
February 2018. These sessions are where you can hear about the options, share
feedback, and guide any decisions we'll make at next year's annual
conference. You will have a chance to ask questions about the impact this will
have on your local church.

Developing an Intentional Discipleship System:
In The Local Church
ALL CLERGY ARE INVITED
Monday
January 22, 2018

Moving Into Action

10:00 AM- 12:00 PM
Christ UMC Youth Area

Leadership session to

discuss implementing
tools for launching an
intentional discipleship
style in your local church.
Creating movement in

your congregation.

Rev. Dr. Jacqui T. King
Director, Leadership for Congregational

Vitality-Nashville, TN

Website: tx.ag/MsKFL7l

Sponsored by: L.E.A.D.
Leadership Education, and Development
Registration at District Office (979) 690-5627
Questions? Contact Starlet Bell (979) 774-0075

WEST DISTRICT
CALENDAR

•

Jan 1—Office Closed

•

Jan 8- Report Day

•

Jan 15—Office Closed for MLK Day

•

Jan 19-20—Candidacy Summit

•

Jan 21—L.E.A.D Institute

3:00 PM

Christ UMC

•

Jan 22—Discipleship Workshop

10:00 AM

Christ UMC Youth Area

•

Feb 6— Finance Team Meeting

5:30 PM

District Office

•

Feb 6– Support & Resource Team Meeting

6:30 PM

District Office

•

Feb 10– Lay Servant School

8:30 AM

Bryan First UMC

•

Feb 17– Lay Servant School

8:30 AM

Bryan First UMC

•

Feb 20-Apportionment

7:00 PM

Madisonville First UMC

8:30 AM

District Office

Lakeview Conference Center
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Thank you to the staff and volunteers at A&M UMC for
hosting the Annual West District Clergy and Spouse Christmas
Gathering!
Everything turned out amazing and beautiful!
We give a special thanks to the district churches for their
generous gift to Wanda, Debbie and Azalea.

