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Time to Surrender 
Romans 12:1-21 

 

When I was asked to write this month’s article for the District Newsletter, I 

thought it would be easy but I kept running into what is commonly known as 

“writer’s block,” because I’m not writing for my parishioners.  Instead, I’m    

writing for my colleagues who have studied hermeneutics, exegetical process and 

systematic theology. (That’s about the extent of my 25 cent vocabulary!)  When I 

realized I was psyching myself out, God spoke clearly about 4:15 the next    

morning. (I know because I asked my wife what time it was – I’m on her list 

now!) Anyway, what follows is the message Christ laid on my heart for this     

article. 

 

By the time you receive this, we will have celebrated Ash Wednesday, the       

beginning of the Lenten Season.  I love Lent because it is a time for penitence.  

According to the Merriam-Webster Dictionary it means to express humility or 

sorrow for sins or offences.  Humility is not one of those emotions that is         

authentic by nature.  In fact, if we’re honest, many of us practice false humility.  

You know, we’re glad someone acknowledged our effort after preaching a       

sermon, while outwardly we say, “Thanks! You’re so kind.”  And beneath the 

surface we are thinking, “I deserve that compliment! They have no idea how long 

that sermon took me.”  During Lent we are invited to approach God in humility 

that we may own our actions and reactions to those with which we are in        

ministry.   

 

Another important aspect of Lent is the necessity for us to prepare our lives for a 

formative change.  I maintain that fasting is a discipline that we have long        

neglected.  John Wesley said, “Here, then, is one ‘natural’ reason for fasting. A 

person experiences deep affliction because they are overwhelmed with sorrow for 

sin, and a strong apprehension of the wrath of God.”  Wesley believed it was  

necessary even after conversion because of our sinful natures.  Hereto, he         

expected his preachers to include this discipline as part of their weekly practices.  

What would happen if we fasted once a week during Lent?  Might a revival break 

out?  The benefits of fasting are immeasurable and bring us in closer communion 

with God as we feast on God’s Word.     

 

Once we have been fed by the Word of God we can see more clearly our need for 

repentance and confession.  The word “repent,” or “repentance,” comes from the 

Greek word “metanoeo”.  The word “meta” indicates, “to change or transform.”  

While the second part of the word, “nous,” is translated as, “mind”.  When   

someone repents or is under the conviction of repentance they are literally 

“changing their mind.”  It is something we must choose to do.  Thus when we 

choose to repent and confess our shortcoming or sin before God and one another 

a wonderful healing takes place and a new opportunity for ministry is created.   

Continued.. 

 

mailto:wandajbess@att.net


 Deacon’s Retreat 

Please note new date - March 12-15, 2015 at Camp Allen.   

 Conference Clergy Family Retreat 

Come join in the fun - April 17 – 19, 2015 at Lakeview.  

 Elder’s Retreat 
April 13 – 15, 2015 at Lakeview. Registration opens mid-February. This year’s speaker will be Dr. Reggie 

McNeal.  

 Renew Marriage Retreats 
Renew is a gift in the form of an amazing retreat opportunity offered to married clergy couples through 

The Soderquist Center. The only cost to the participants is travel to and from the location.  

Dates for Couples: Mar. 9-12, June 8-11. 

Contact Barbara Eoff at beoff@txcumc.org for questions or to make reservations.  

...Continued 

Time to Surrender 
Romans 12:1-21 

 

While the Lenten Season came after the ministry of the Apostle Paul, I believe he was in touch with the 

spirit of Lent when he wrote Romans 12.  Notice that he begins with the statement that we are to offer 

ourselves as “a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God.”  In order for us to do this we must first humble 

ourselves before God.  When we humble ourselves we become vulnerable.  I don’t know too many of us 

who like being vulnerable, in fact I venture to say most of us are just the opposite.  We enjoy being a    

pillar of strength and courage in the face of adversity or challenge.  But if we are seeking authenticity we 

must practice genuine humility as we approach the Lenten Season.  When we are able to acknowledge our 

failures, faults, stubbornness or slowness to act then we model for others that we need mercy.  Think for a 

moment what our church meetings would look like if everyone practiced showing mercy. Might the world 

change its view of the church?  

 

Paul knew the only way for this all to happen was for us to be sincere in love.  In Lent we are challenged 

to put down the burdens we carry to the office and come to terms with what it means to wholly surrender 

ourselves to becoming servants of Christ.  As you ponder your Lenten disciplines I pray you will consider 

fasting, confessing and repenting for through these practices we will be healed and made whole.  I close 

with a verse from one of my favorite hymns that sums it up best.  “All to Jesus I surrender, All to Him I 

freely give; I will ever love and trust Him, In His presence daily live.”  The season of Lent is about       

surrender, mercy, forgiveness and grace.  May you experience God’s mercy and peace in this Season of 

Lent.   

 

Blessings, 

Rev. Sam Cutrone 

Alexander UMC 

mailto:beoff@txcumc.org


Registrations due by Monday, April 13th, 2015. 

WEST DISTRICT ANNUAL CLERGY RETREAT                    
TUESDAY, APRIL 28

TH
 & WEDNESDAY, 29

TH
, 2015 

CAMP ALLEN, NAVASOTA, TEXAS 

40 DAY SPIRITUAL WALK  

KEYNOTE  SPEAKER: 

Anna Fitch Courieȡ 7ÉÆÅȟ ÍÏÔÈÅÒȟ ÁÕÔÈÏÒȟ      

ÎÕÒÓÅȟ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÓÐÏÕÓÅȟ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÁÔÏÒȟ ÃÏÎÓÕÌÔÁÎÔȟ 

ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÓÐÅÁËÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÅÒ ÏÆ ȡ 

Ȱ#ÈÒÉÓÔ 7ÁÌËȡ ! ψτ $ÁÙ 3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 
&ÉÔÎÅÓÓ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍȢȱ 

West District Clergy Retreat 

Tuesday, April 28th & Wednesday, April 29th, 2015 

 

Pastor:  

 

Roommate request: 

 

Phone:   

 

Email:   

Theme:  
Making your  

Spirit, Soul & Body  
your priority. 

Registration begins at  
12 Noon followed by 
Gathering & Snacks 

1:30 PM Worship 
 

Order your book on-line NOW at: 
Cokesbury or Amazon.com 

Retreat Cost: $90.00 per person. 
ɉ$ÏÕÂÌÅ ÏÃÃÕÐÁÎÃÙ ×Ⱦσ ÍÅÁÌÓ ɀ ÓÉÎÇÌÅ ÒÁÔÅ ÉÓ ΑρςυȢππ ÐÅÒ ÐÅÒÓÏÎɊ 

2ÏÏÍÓȡ  -ÏÔÅÌ ÓÔÙÌÅ ÄÏÕÂÌÅ ÏÃÃÕÐÁÎÃÙ ×Ⱦς ÆÕÌÌ ÓÉÚÅÄ ÂÅÄÓȢ 
-ÅÁÌÓȡ   "ÕÆÆÅÔ ÓÔÙÌÅȢ 
-ÁÉÌ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÅÃË ÁÎÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒÍ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ /ÆПÉÃÅȢ   

#ÈÅÃËÓ ÐÁÙÁÂÌÅ ÔÏȡ 
West District UMC 

)Î ÔÈÅ memo ÁÒÅÁ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ “District Retreat” 

1.5 CEU 

Credits 



Creating a leadership pipeline for the next generation of   
equipped, empowered and healthy leaders!  

WEST DISTRICT  
CALENDAR 

2015 

Mar 3 - 5 Tue - Thr  Cabinet 

March 7 Sat 9:30am - 4:00pm dCOM 

March 8 Sun    Daylight Savings - Spring Forward! 

March 12 - 15 Thr - Sun    Deacon’s Retreat @ Camp Allen 

March 16 Mon 11:30am  Retired Ministers & Spouses Luncheon 

Mar 17 - 19 Tue - Thr    Cabinet 

 

 

April 5 Sun    Easter Sunday 

April 7- 9 Tue - Thr    Cabinet 

April 13 - 15 Mon - Wed    Elders Retreat @ Lakeview   

April 17 Fri - Sat    Small Membership Church Retreat @ Lakeview 

April 20 Mon 11:30am  Retired Ministers & Spouses Luncheon 

April 21 - 23 Tue - Thr    Cabinet 

April 25 Sat 9:30am  District UMW Meeting in FUMC Madisonville 

April 28 - 29 Tues -Wed 12:00pm  West District Clergy Retreat @ Camp Allen  

May 5 Tue 10:00am  dCOM  

May 11 Mon 4:00pm  DLT meeting @ West District Office 

May 12 - 14 Tue - Thr     Cabinet 

May 18 Mon 11:30am  Retired Ministers & Spouses Luncheon 

May 24 - 27 Sun - Wed     Annual Conference 

 



The new Wellness Now Newsletter is out!  
Lots of great information is provided along with the links to the new  

Lenten Weight Loss incentive.                 

The 2015 Rebate offer is also currently in effect until September 2015. 

 

Simply log on to the link below to get your                                                         

Jump Start forms and Rebate Offers. 

 

Wellness Now Newsletter – http://txcumc-email.brtapp.com/viewemail/226721  

Bay Chapel UMC 

Bellville UMC 

Blue UMC 

Cedar Springs UMC 

Chappell Hill UMC 

Cooks Point UMC 

Evans Chapel UMC 

Farris Chapel UMC 

First UMC Centerville 

First UMC Giddings  

First UMC Marlin 

Flynn UMC 

Gause UMC 

Grace UMC Bremond 

Kosse UMC 

Leona UMC 

Lexington UMC 

Lynn Grove UMC 

Major’s Chapel UMC 

Marquez UMC 

McKenzie Chapel UMC 

Millican UMC 

Paige UMC 

Pleasant Grove UMC Brenham 

Pleasant Grove UMC Dobbin 

Pleasant Retreat UMC  

Shiro UMC 

St. Matthew UMC 

St. Paul UMC Chilton 

Two Mile UMC 

Wesley UMC  

Wheelock UMC 

Yarborough Chapel UMC 

Zion UMC  

Thank you to the churches that have paid  

100% of their 2015 

West District Apportionments as of 1/19/15. 

Thank you for your generous support and hard work relating to Report Day 

and apportionment payments.  The churches in the West District went all 

out in their response to paying apportionments.  As in the past, the West 

District continues its unique tradition of paying 100 percent of conference 

apportionments. 

TAC celebrates and thanks everyone for payment of 100% commitment to World Service. The 2015 amount is $3,355,241.00. 

See the 2015 Apportionment booklet on World Service (page 8) for more details. (PDF download).  

Through this fund we demonstrate our commitment to God's reign through ministries of peace and justice, and efforts to build a 

church and a society inclusive of all people.  

http://txcumc-email.brtapp.com/viewemail/226721
http://www.txcumc.org/files/fileslibrary/ApportionmentBooklet15.pdf


Sunday, May 24, 2015 thru Wednesday, May 27, 2015 

TEXAS ANNUAL CONFERENCE             
2015 IN SESSION 

Texas Annual Conference 2015 - Hilton Americas Houston 

1600 Lamar Street 

Houston, Texas  77010 

 

713-739-8000 or www.americashouston.hilton.com  

Make sure you tell them you are with the  

Texas Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church (Group Code 1UM) 

to get the conference rate of $125. 

 

Annual Conference online registration will begin on March 1, 2015.  We ask that all pastors check to 

make sure your local church delegate is correct.  If your delegate has changed since your nominations at 

Charge Conference, we ask that you contact the district office. 

 

2015 TAC Registration Information: 

 Online Registration is for  all Clergy and their  spouses, and for  Distr ict and Local Church Delegates 

to Annual Conference. 

 An email containing registration information with a link will be sent to all delegates.  Please click on the 

link then click on “Register as a Guest”. 

 Guests and laity who are not delegates do not need to register. 

 If you do not have access to the web or email, please call the district office and ask us to help you get    

registered online. 

 For additional information about this year’s event, lodging and relevant forms, please go to:                

http://www.txcumc.org/tac2015  

Retired Clergy & Spouses Luncheons begin at 11:30 am unless   

otherwise noted, at a different location every month.  If you would like 

to join this fun loving group, please feel free to call the district office for 

either the location or a contact phone number for the hosts of the month. 

January 19 John & Betty Greening  July 20  Sam & Beverly Duree 

February 16 Glen & Ann Kohlhepp  August 17 TBA 

March 16 Gerald & Pat Atmar   September 21 Harral & Rita Dunnam 

April 20 Nancy Riveire & Shelby Rowan October 19 Lawrence & Mary Margaret Smith 

May 18 Guy & Betty Pry   November 16 Carroll & Ann Fancher 

June 15 TBA     December 21 Huntsville Group 

 

http://www.americashouston.hilton.com/
http://www.txcumc.org/tac2015


2015 

Small-Membership Church Retreat 
For Laity and Clergy 

Lakeview Methodist Conference Center 

Palestine, Texas 

April 17 & 18, 2015 

 

 

    Dr. Craig Gilbert is Director of Music Ministries and Worship Arts at First 

 United Methodist Church of Sugar Land, Texas.  Dr. Gilbert will be leading 

 the morning and afternoon sessions in the meaning, purpose, and different 

 styles of worship. 

 

The 2015 Texas Conference Small Membership Church Retreat is for LAITY and CLERGY serving Christ in 

Small Membership Churches. This year you will be trained in strengthening your Church’s ministry in the  

area of worship. 

 

“We look forward to your LAITY and CLERGY attending the Texas Conference Small-Membership 

Church Retreat in April. It is our goal that you learn new ways to serve Christ in your local mission field.  

Come and share ideas with others from small-membership churches.” 

- Dr. Dick White 

Dr. Craig Gilbert 

For  more information, please contact: 

 Dr. Richard White 

 richard@fumcquitman.org 

 Phone:   903-763-4127 

Military BibleStick Outreach 
The Military BibleStick Outreach program was designed by the Audio Bible ministry Faith 

Comes By Hearing to br ing the pure Word of God to our  troops while on (and prepar ing 

for) deployment. 

Faith Comes By Hearing relies on donations from people like you to provide Military  

BibleSticks to our troops at no cost to them through military chaplains. 

The Military BibleStick is a digital audio player specifically designed for our military service 

members. It’s about the size of a pack of gum, and comes pre-loaded with a dramatized       

recording of the entire New Testament and specially selected Psalms. It’s rugged enough to 

withstand tough weather conditions, can be used in low-light situations, and easily fits into 

uniform pockets. 

If you would like to learn more about this program go to www.MilitaryBibleStick.com or call   

1-800-545-6552. 
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 March 16, 2015  

Hosts:  Gerald & Pat Atmar  

979 - 690 - 7249  

(TBA)  
 

Retired Ministersõ Monthly Luncheon Notice 

Luncheons begin at 11:30 am unless otherwise noted.  

April 20, 2015  

Hosts: Nancy Riveire &  

      Shelby Rowan  

     979 - 690 - 7249  

(TBA)  

 
Rev. Carol Khoury – great-niece that died at 2 months of age. 

Rev. Amy Haralson – husband Walt having lots of medical issues (in and out of 

the hospital) 

Rev. Ray Prince – wife with diabetes and congestive heart disease (decisions on 

her care) 

Rev. Katy Ware – healing for her mother after surgery 


