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Most persons in the ministry, including myself, like to keep others happy.
This is not to say that others remaining happy is such a bad thing. On the whole, it
is better for people to be happy than to be angry! What can be a problem, however,
is when our need to please others is derived from a deep-seated need to receive
affirmation from them. It is at this point that our inner motivations can sometimes
become a problem for doing ministry.
I have come to be more aware of this reality over the past several years
serving as a district superintendent. When I was a pastor in local congregations, I
often took for granted that most people would like and respect me. Sure, in every
church there were a few folks for whom whatever I did was not acceptable to them.
Many of these were just unhappy, demanding people to begin with. Sooner or later
I would figure this out and understand that I wasn’t the only person who could not
please them. There might be a few others that because of some “chemistry” issues
I just couldn’t seem to get on the same page as them. While relating to them took
more energy, I could usually still manage to deal with them passably well. From
time to time, as a pastor I allowed some members to “fall through the cracks.”
Perhaps I was not as attentive to these persons’ pastoral needs as I should have
been. Sometimes reaching out to them afterwards patched things up and we were
able to move forward. Once in awhile, the wounds could not be healed even with
some effort on my part.
The bottom line, though, is that all of these persons added together did not
make up a very long list. Because the great majority of people appreciated and
liked me, my inner self could be at peace from day to day. Most days I personally
could rest content because in my heart I believed that the multitudes were content
with me.
As a superintendent, however, life is not always as tranquil. I have found
that with some because I represent the “system” (the Annual Conference) I cannot
be trusted. With others, if they felt wronged or misled by a DS in the past – sometimes the distant past - they tend to carry that grudge against me. Yet others simply
cannot deal with authority of any kind. As I am supposed to be in some sense an
authority figure, they are tempted to play out their rebelliousness against me. The
realization I’ve had to come to grips with is that it does not matter what I do, such
attitudes are difficult to change. Translation: I deal with more people today that I
can’t keep happy, no matter what.
There are lessons in all this that I believe the Lord has been trying to teach
me. First and foremost, my ultimate acceptance cannot be derived from others’
estimation of me. My ultimate acceptance must finally come because in faith I know
that I am a beloved child of God for whom Christ died on the cross. It is through
grace, not in the attitudes of others or worldly status, that I must find comfort and
peace.
Another lesson is this: in the end I must be committed as a pastor to doing
what is best for Jesus’ sake, and not simply trying to please or always be popular.
In the long run, committing to this path will usually engender respect from others
because of one’s spiritual leadership and integrity. But this is not true always.
Once in awhile, doing what is best will not be popular and may upset some persons.
This is because we are not cooperating with their (sometimes self-serving)
agendas. Obedience to the Lord, however, is in the end more important than
catering to everyone else’s demands. It is easier for us to have one master than to
have many. It is also more important to the Kingdom to have one master than to
have many.
Yours in Christ,
Rev. Joe Fort, Jr.

Texas Annual Conference
May 26 - 29, 2013
Hilton Americas-Houston ...1600 Lamar Street ...Houston, TX 77010
(713) 739-8000

♦ 2013 TAC PRE-Registration Information
Pre-registration ends May 9th at 12:00 noon.
After this date you will need to register in person at conference.






Registration is for all Clergy, District, Local & Alternate Church Delegates to the Texas
Annual Conference.
An email containing a registration information with a link will be sent to all delegates to
register for the 2013 Texas Annual Conference.
If you wish to receive a Pre-Conference Journal, please select that option on the
registration form.
Guests and laity who are not delegates do not need to register.
For additional information about this year's event, lodging and relevant forms, please go to:
http://www.txcumc.org/tac2013

PRE-CONFERENCE ORIENTATION
APRIL 29, 2013
Local church pastors and Annual Conference delegates are asked to attend the pre-Conference
briefing and orientation meeting on Monday, April 29th, at 7:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at
College Station First UMC, 1125 Wellborn Road. The Reverend B.T. Williamson, Assistant to
the Bishop, will conduct this vital session. Annual Conference in 2013 will take place May 26th thru
the 29th at the Hilton Americas Hotel in downtown Houston. The orientation will discuss key events
and discussions at Conference, as well as include basic information about the site, meals, etc.
Please plan to attend this important connectional meeting in our district.

2013 YOUTH COLLIDE
What is COLLIDE? OMG! It’s only the best fun a young person can have in HOUSTON!
A conference-wide gathering of UM youth groups for hands on missions, worship on the BEACH,
annual conference opening WORSHIP and commissioning AND overnights at area UMC’s. So keep an
eye on the web-site for more info. www.youthcollide.com

West District Again Reaches 100% Apportionment Milestone
In January the West District was able to continue its long-standing tradition of supporting 100% of all
Texas Conference apportionment askings. On Report Day, the actual payment rate was about 98%, but
extra-mile gifts put us over the top one more time. In specific, gifts in the total amount of about $24,000
were received from the following churches: College Station Christ, Bryan 1st, College Station A&M,
Lexington, Huntsville 1st, Bellville, Brenham, Huntsville Wesley Memorial, Gause, and Caldwell.
Our sincere thanks go to each of these congregations, and also to the many who worked so hard to
raise their apportionments for 2012.

Thank you to the churches that have paid
100% of their 2013
West District Apportionments
Bay’s Chapel UMC
Bellville UMC
Blue UMC
Chappell Hill UMC
Christ UMC
Cooks Point UMC
First UMC Caldwell
First UMC Cameron
First UMC College Station
First UMC Kosse

First UMC Lexington
First UMC Normangee
Friendship UMC
Grace UMC, Bremond
Gause UMC
Lynn Grove UMC
Major’s Chapel UMC
Marquez UMC
Maysfield UMC
Milano UMC

Millican UMC
Pleasant Grove UMC, Brenham
Pleasant Grove UMC, Dobbins
Pleasant Retreat UMC
Richards UMC
Sneed Memorial UMC
Stonehamville UMC
Wesley UMC, Bryan
Wheelock UMC
Zion UMC, Iola

West District Missional Excellence 2013
Grant Application
Deadlines - Spring/Summer Projects - April 30, 2013
Fall/Winter Projects
- August 30, 2013
West District Missional Excellence grants may be requested to support new or expanding
ministries of the church, and to assist churches participating in mission trips.
For projects that will happen in the spring or summer we need your application by April 30, 2013.
If your project is not until the fall or winter your deadline will be August 30, 2013. Grants range from
$500 - $1500. If your church or an individual from your church has received grant funds in the past two
years, you will not be given first priority in order to see that all churches get an opportunity to be served.
If you are unsure if your ministry or project qualifies for this funding, please contact Rev. Regina
Greenwood at reginagree@gmail.com. You can access the forms on the district web site and download
them at: www.west-district.org . Click on District Ministries and then Grant Requests.
Forms should be completed and sent to:

West District Office
4205 State Hwy 6 South
College Station, TX 77845

New Pastor at Cameron/Maysfield
On February 1st Drew Weber was appointed to be the new pastor over the Cameron/
Maysfield charge in the West District. Drew was previously serving as associate pastor at
Moody Memorial UMC in Galveston. He follows Darrell Coats, who has served as an
interim pastor at Cameron/Maysfield since last summer. We welcome Drew Weber to the
West District and look forward to his participation in our fellowship here.

Clergy Family Retreat, April 19-21, 2013 at Camp Cho-Yeh
A weekend of fun and inspiration for all clergy families with elementary and preschool age children! Round table
discussion on Susan Scott’s book, Fierce Conversations. Hayride, s’mores, swimming, movie under the stars & more:
Register by April 1. Contact: Barbara Eoff - beoff@txcumc.org

”You Say Goodbye…I Say Hello”
Itinerancy and Relocation Event
If you anticipate relocating this year, save these dates:
(these events are required for all relocating TAC clergy).
Saturday, May 11, 2013, 9 am to 1:30 pm at Conroe UMC
Saturday, May 18, 2013, 9 am to 1:30 pm at FUMC Longview

Candidacy Summit, August 1-3, 2013 at Camp Allen in Navasota, TX
Is someone in your congregation trying to discern a call to ministry? Candidacy Summit is a 3 day event designed to
help candidates explore their call to ministry as an elder, deacon, local pastor or certified lay minister.
Questions? Contact Shanda Levingston at slevingston@txcumc.org or (713) 521-9383, ext. 306.

Mission Trip Opportunity
Maua Methodist Hospital and Nairobi Slum Kenya:
July 25 – August 10
Commitment deadline: March 15, 2013
Christ UMC in College Station is sending a mission team to Kenya this year to work at the Maua Methodist
Hospital. There are a few spaces remaining on the team so would like to make them available to the District churches
to participate. The trip is organized through the TAC Partners in Mission program and will be led by Colin Wilkinson,
who has previously led 15 teams to the Hospital.
Further information is available from: ColinWilkinson@suddenlink.net

Tel: 979.450.7116

WEST DISTRICT CALENDAR
march 2013
Mar 4 - Mon
Mar 5 - 8 - Tue - Fri
March 10 - Sun
March 11 - Mon
March 18 - Mon
March 18 - Mon
Mar 20 - 22 - Wed - Fri
March 31 - Sun

dCOM Meeting
Cabinet Meetings
Daylight Savings Time begins
Spring Break
11:30 AM Retired Clergy Lunch (Hosts: Morris & Mary House)
4:00 PM DLT
Cabinet Meetings
Easter

april 2013
April 9 - 11 - Tues - Thr
April 13 - Sat
April 15 - Mon
April 19 - 21 - Fri - Sun
April 20 - Sat
April 24 - 26 - Wed - Fri
April 29 - Mon
April 30 - Tue

Cabinet Meetings
UM Baseball Day @ Rice University
11:30 AM Retired Clergy Lunch (Hosts: Harral & Rita Dunnam)
Clergy Family Retreat @ Camp Cho-Yeh
dCOM Meeting
Cabinet Meetings
7:00 PM District Pre-Conference Meeting @ FUMC College Station
2013 West District Missional Excellence Grant Deadline (Spring/Summer)

may 2013
May 11- Saturday
May 14 - 16 - Mon - Wed
May 18- Saturday
May 18 - 24 - Sat - Fri
May 20 - Mon
May 26 - 29 - Sun - Wed

9:00 AM - 1:30 PM “Itinerancy & Relocation Event” at
Conroe UMC
Cabinet Meetings
9:00 AM - 1:30 PM “Itinerancy & Relocation Event” at
FUMC Longview
Licensing School at Lakeview
11:30 AM Retired Clergy Lunch (Hosts: Lamb & Smiths)
Annual Conference - Houston

Free Bible Study
Materials
Christ UMC has donated many wonderful Bible Study materials for any church who would like to have
them. All you have to do is come by the West District Office and pick out what you want!
A few of the topics are:
 Max Lucado
 Bible Studies for Women
 Purpose Driven
 Bible Studies for Young Adults
 What Every Leader Needs to Know About Leading
 Favorite Bible Passages
 Prayer of Jabez
 Parenting
 Living Faithfully as Friends and Family
 Meet Your Bible and Discover Life
 Get Acquainted w/Jesus
Please feel free to come by and take a look any time.

The Center for Missional Excellence
Invites YOU to commit to
A Lenten Spiritual Discipline
of Fasting for the Homeless
Here is how it works:
1. Commit to fasting during Lent (February 13 - March 30) in one of the following ways:

Fast for one meal a day for each day of Lent

Fast for one meal or one day each week of Lent

Fast for one meal or one day during the entirety of Lent

If for medical reasons you cannot fast, skip a meal(s) out and eat simply at home
2. Donate the value of your missed meal(s) to the Bread of Life, Inc. or the TAC homeless ministries
fund in one of the following ways:

Put your personal check in your church offering plate and mark the memo line “Show Us Your Plate”
and your church can issue one check to the TAC at the end of Lent

Donate directly to The Bread of Life, Inc. at www.missameal.net or text a $5.00 donation by texting
“PLATE” to 50555
(We ask that you try to get you donation in to the TAC or Bread of Life by April 4, 2013)
3. Take a picture of yourself, your family, or any group participating, with your empty plates, and post
the picture(s) on the Texas Annual Conference Facebook page: www.txcumc.org/facebookfan
(choose photo/video to upload).
4. Follow the daily Lenten Devotional blog “I was hungry…” at: www.txcumc.org/iwashungry for the
spiritual reflections regarding homelessness and the Gospel
(or follow a devotional of your own choice).

UNITED METHODIST DAY AT the
RICE OWLS BASEBALL GAME,
April 13, 2013
2:00 p.m.
For those of you who have congregations who might want to participate, we are having United Methodist
Day at the Rice Owls game on Saturday, April 12, 2013 at 2 pm. Tickets are $12 a piece. We get $4
from every ticket we sell. Proceeds from the ticket sales will go toward the TAC’s work on three justice
issues: human trafficking, homelessness and immigration. We will also have booths and educational
moments about these three issues, including what we as the United Methodist Church are doing to address
them. We are trying to make this a family day with things like the kids will be invited to go out on
the ball field during the national anthem and stand with the players.
I am also looking for runners who might be willing to run to help us raise money for Justice for Our
Neighbor Clinics – if you or your D.S.’s know of any clergy or lay that I might contact to start building
district running teams (we are hoping for 10 runners from each district, let me know.) Thanks!!
Rev. Diane McGehee, Director
Center for Missional Excellence
Texas Annual Conference
5215 Main St.

Children's Director Position
FUMC Caldwell is looking for a children’s director with a UMC
background and some experience and/or training for a 1/2-3/4 time position.
We average over 200 in worship attendance and almost 50 children were
involved in our Christmas Pageant last December. Salary commensurate
with experience.
For more information, please contact:
Dr. Todd Jordan at tjordan@airplexus.com or 979-599-6911.

MUSIC DIRECTOR
First United Methodist Church of Navasota is in need of a part-time Music Ministry Director. This
believer in Christ must be able to interact positively with people and have the ability to work with small and/
or large groups of adults and children. The Music Ministry Director must be able to plan and organize
special and seasonal worship activities as well as coordinate all aspects of the weekly worship services of
this church. This Music Ministry Director will work closely with the senior pastor as he/she chooses music
to enhance and support weekly sermons. Administrative skills are a must have for this challenging
position. For more information, please visit our church website at www.navasotamethodistchurch.org.
To apply: Mail resume to P.O. Box 169 Navasota, TX 77868 or Fax to 936.825.6114 or Email to:
navasotaumc@embarqmail.com Upon receipt of your resume, we will mail or fax an application form to
you, or you may call the church at 936.825.3342 to request an application form.

Lakeview Summer Program Staff
Hello all!
I’m sure that you are trying to keep warm during
these cold days, so here is a way to accomplish
that. Put yourself in the summer frame-of-mind and
think about sending in applications for Lakeview
Summer Program Staff.
Application forms and job descriptions are
available online.
If you have any questions, please call me, Caleb
Estrada at (903) 538-2711 or by email at
prgrams@lakeviewmcc.org

The West District Office
Of the United Methodist Church
4205 State Highway 6 South
College Station, TX 77845

Nonprofit Organization
U. S. Postage
PAID
Bryan, Texas
Permit No. 55

Return Service Requested

Please keep in your prayers:
Rev. Max Mertz and his family, his father, Ralph Mertz passed away.
The family of Texas Conference Chancellor, Gib Walton, who passed
away unexpectedly.
Rev. Mark Pickett - Huntsville 1st Assoc. Pastor.
Rev. Lee Lamb - Recovering from shoulder surgery.
Rev. Lance Richards’ family, his father John Richards, is in ICU.

Retired Ministers’ Monthly Luncheon Notice
March 18, 2013
Hosts: Morris & Mary House
979/690-1540 (RSVP)
(At Crestview—Arbor Oaks in College Station)

April 15, 2013
Hosts: Harral & Rita Dunnam
979/690-2618 (RSVP)
( TBA )

Luncheons begin at 11:30 am unless otherwise

